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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1412

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1413

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1414

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1415

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  July 23, 2014

Providing Emergency Preparedness

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

This Sunday, Mississippi United Methodist congregations are 

asked to give generously to emergency preparedness. Read 

below a message from Bishop Swanson and those responsible 

for activating the conference’s call to action when disaster strikes. 

See story on page 3.

The mission of the 
Mississippi Annual 
Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the 
world.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/pages/
detail/1376

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1443

• 2014 Annual Conference 
Photos: www.flickr.com/
photos/119483421@N02/

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1418.
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Matthew 13:31-33
New International Version (NIV)
The Parable of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast

31 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32 Though 
it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch 
in its branches.”

33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of 
flour until it worked all through the dough.”

Matthew 13:44-52
The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all 
he had and bought that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and 
sold everything he had and bought it.

The Parable of the Net

47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the 
fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49 This is how 
it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into the blazing 
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked.

“Yes,” they replied.

52 He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a 
house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.” 

word POWER

Mississippi United Methodist Church as a Commonwealth
In a 1994 interview with the Blue Grass Magazine, Wendell Berry, Kentucky farmer and author, proposed 
that a community is a commonwealth of values. Although there is a lot of sentimental talk about com-
munities these days, Berry observed that building and maintaining communities require tremendous 
commitment.

“Community in the real sense is a commonwealth. It’s a holding in common of many different things of 
value…It seems to me we belong to each other and God. If that’s accepted, there are many practical 
things you are committed to do. You see that nobody gets hungry, for instance. You see that nobody 
sleeps in the street. You see that children are taught—not just enough to get them a job or get them a 
diploma—but taught enough to function as responsible, affectionate members of the community.”

The church is God’s commonwealth on earth. The people of The United Methodist Church in Mississippi 
have identified our Core Values as love, justice, generosity and apprenticeship. We seek to live out those 
values as we hold everything God has blessed us with in common. It is so good that we do because 
tragedies invade our lives that none of us can overcome or navigate through on our own. We simply 
need each other. We want desperately to be self-sufficient and it grieves us when we discover we need 
help. Have you ever thought that this is God’s plan for us to be there for each other and to not be fully independent? Maybe we discover 
in the midst of these tragedies that people were created by God to be in relationships with each other. We discover that each storm that 
hits a community, each devastating fire, each heartache and blow of life is an opportunity for us to love each other and be loved. 

Tragedies will come, storms will blow and heartaches will invade our tranquil worlds but our ability to love and to practice generosity 
toward each other will get us through this and we will shine even the greater.

This Sunday, July 27, 2014 we can give to help us be prepared when those storms come and tragedies strike in Mississippi. I real-
ize that each congregation has various forms of benevolence funds, mission monies, sunshine funds and other names for them but 
sometimes the tragedies go beyond the reach of your community. This will help us to reach throughout Mississippi to create the com-

Bishop’s Journal
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Emergency Preparedness A Reason to Give on Sunday July 27
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist

Photo right: Ellen Glenn, pictured far right is with a couple of United 
Methodist volunteers who delivered food to her following the tornado that 
destroyed her home in April 2014.

As a case manager on the Mississippi Conference disaster response 
team, Mellie Jordan continues to follow-up with her client Ellen Glenn, an 
elderly woman whose home was destroyed in the April 28, 2014 tornado 
that touched down in Louisville. Glenn’s home is being repaired by United 
Methodist volunteers which means Jordan stays in contact with her through 
frequent visits and phone calls until the work is complete.  Over the time, 
the ladies have become friends.  

“Sometimes I take my kids with me (ages five, three and two)  and they 
love seeing Ms. Glenn,” said Jordan, who initially met Glenn the day after 
the storm while delivering food to Glenn on behalf of First Louisville UMC 
where Jordan volunteered. “So I was so happy to see that she was still get-
ting help when I became her case manager.

In the days before Mississippi United Methodists engage in a statewide special offering to fund emergency preparedness, David Cumb-
est, the Mississippi Conference’s disaster response coordinator is encouraging people to give on Sunday, July 27, 2014. 

“Mississippi is a state filled with an abundance of resources, beautiful landscapes and wonderful people, but living here is not without 
risk. The clouds that bring the rain to nourish this land also bring in tornados and hurricanes. It is not a matter of ‘if’ we will have another 
disaster, but ‘when’ will we have another disaster,” said Cumbest.

For those reasons, Cumbest wants people to know their monetary gifts will be used to respond to people like Ellen with disaster-caused 
needs and provide training for new emergency response team volunteers.

Connecting

monwealth where all may be cared for. It is a freewill offering so just simply give your people a chance to donate so that you and your 
church will be there when tragedy strikes and by the way, thank you for caring!

Blessings,
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.

Bishops On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• July 25, 2014 (Friday)
The 2014 Rekindle the Flame Conference will be held in Athens, Georgia at the Classic Center. Bishop Swanson will speak at 7:00 p.m.

• July 29-30, 2014 (Tuesday and Wednesday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at Belmont Baptist Church’s revival at 7:00 p.m.

• August 9, 2014 (Saturday)
Brookhaven First United Methodist Church will host a day of discipleship at their ministry center and Bishop Swanson will teach a work-
shop and be the guest speaker during this event.

• August 10, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at the 11:00 a.m. worship service at Pratt United Methodist Church in Jackson.

The Tishomingo County Cluster will have a 6:00 p.m. worship service at the Crow’s Neck Environment Education and Conference Cen-
ter in Tishomingo, Mississippi and Bishop Swanson will be the evangelist for this service.

• August 18, 2014 (Monday)
The 3 “L” Academy will be held at the Hilton Hotel on County Line Road in Jackson and Bishop Swanson will preach during opening 
worship at 9:30 a.m.

• August 24, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. worship services at Red Oak United Methodist Church in Stock-
bridge, Georgia.

• August 31, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the 10:00 a.m. worship service at Journey of Faith United Methodist Church in Humble, Texas.
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The conference coordinator for the United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM), David Newton said that volunteers are actively as-
sisting other survivors of the devastating April tornado that also touched down in the Tupelo area.  Since then, there’s been an increase 
of disaster workers.

“As a covenant community we are compelled through grace to respond. The United Methodist Connection offers hope as it points 
people to Jesus Christ through serving as His body,” said Newton.

The Mississippi Conference disaster response team closely follows the guidelines of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UM-
COR) bringing aid to the most helpless when disasters strike. 

Individuals should give their checks through their church designated for the emergency preparedness offering.  Churches can remit 
these amounts with their regular monthly mission shares. Non-Mississippi United Methodists can submit their offerings to: 320-A Briar-
wood Drive, Jackson, MS, 39206.

UM Children’s Home Asked to Take Immigrant Children 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) Mechanicsburg, PA

Federal officials have asked the United Methodist Home for Children in a central Pennsylvania community to prepare to take in children 
from Central America. “In staying true to the home’s history and mission, we are committed to providing a safe and caring environment 
for any children who, through no fault of their own, are in desperate need of help while explorations are being made for their future,” 
said the home’s head, David Reed, in an email to Pennlive.com. Go to www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2014/07/childrens_
home_in_mechanicsbur.html to read the full story.

United Methodist Publishing House to Move 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

The United Methodist Publishing House, a self-supporting church agency, plans to move to Nashville’s Metro Center area of office 
parks in the first half of 2015. The agency bought the Lake Front Office Park in Metro Center for $9.25 million. Florida-based Turnberry 
Associates has the current 3.7-acre publishing house headquarters site, across the street from Nashville’s new convention center, un-
der contract. For the more details that were published in The Tennessean about the move, go to www.tennessean.com/story/money/
real-estate/2014/07/11/united-methodist-publishing-buys-bud-adams-property/12521749/.

Women Can Be Bishops, Church of England Says 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

For the first time, the Church of England has voted to allow women to serve as bishops. In a statement, the British Methodist Church 
applauded the “courageous decision.” Go to www.bbc.com/news/uk-28300618 to read the BBC report.

Greer Chapel UMC Lives into Event Theme
It was standing room only at Greer Chapel UMC where members of the church’s 
dance ministry performed during family week (photo right). The theme “Pack-a-
Pew and Pile the Aisle” was suiting for this occasion that took place on Sunday, 
June 29. Greer Chapel is located in Flowood, Mississippi.

Missions Workers Write Back to Mississippi
A mission’s team from the Senatobia District recently returned from deployment in El Salvador. A couple of them kept their church 

families informed by writing about their witness.Their stories can be read below.

Serving Others is a Blessing
By Alena Cushman, Mission Team Member, Minor Memorial UMC

This trip to El Salvador is my third mission trip, and my first trip out of the country. Each one has impacted me significantly. Nine 
members of my team, including myself, began working on helping to construct a new church today while the other six team members 
boxed food for the Feeding and Evangelism Ministry. We continued construction in the afternoon, and the others distributed the food to 
families in need.

Faith Communities
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I am very excited to have this opportunity to help build a place of worship, and 
I look forward to delivering food and visiting with the natives of El Salvador. Ev-
ery night we are encouraged to say where we saw God that day. We have seen 
Him in the people we are here to serve, and we have seen Him in the beauty of 
nature and the amazing scenery and in various acts of servitude by other team 
members. I am experiencing God in an amazing way, and I feel truly blessed to 
have this opportunity to serve in missions. 

Photo right: Senatobia District missions team took part in a construction proj-
ect for people in El Salvador.

Preparing To Say Yes to God
Senatobia District Mission Team in El Salvador Days 1 and 2 
By Cynthia Laird, Mission Team Member

As the Senatobia District Mission Team gathered at the Memphis International Airport on July 12, 2014, we understood we were leaving 
a life of luxury to seek God’s will in our service in El Salvador. The mission trip is just for one week, but God can do so much in one 
week, as we know from Genesis.

Although it was midnight when we arrived in Ahuachapán, our leaders knew we needed group time with a devotional, prayer and fellow-
ship. Rev. Adam Gordon led the devotional using the beautiful “Magnificat” in the first chapter of Luke. In this inspiring passage, we read 
Mary’s response to the joy she felt when she said “yes” to God. As Gordon said, Mary could have said “no,” and God would have done 
His work in another way. However, Mary chose to accept the greatest honor ever bestowed on a human—to be the mother of our Lord. 
We were asked to be open to God this week—to say “yes” to God.

Sunday morning, we traveled by bus with other mission groups from Georgia, North Carolina and South Carolina to do sightseeing and 
to enjoy lunch and a tour of a coffee plantation. These same mission groups gathered with us and the Iglesia Metodista in the evening 
for worship service. The service included familiar music, with words in Spanish, a time of sharing, translated into English, a celebration 
of a birthday and a powerful message. The sermon scripture passage was from Matthew 13, in which we consider whether our faith and 
service is the fertile soil, or is the soil that does not produce the will of God.

What we did not know until the service was that the missionary here, Brian Dubberly, had just received news that his mother in the 
United States had died. Brian has a brother in Afghanistan, and he is trying to work out all the challenging family plans. Please pray for 
Brian and his family in their time of loss.

In our Sunday night group time, we shared where we had experienced God during the day. Rev. Dave Huffman led the Sunday evening 
devotional using the same scripture passage from Matthew. Dave said that there are times when we can be all of the different soils in 
one day. Each day, we need to focus on what we need to do to be the good soil. We each need to have our personal time with God, 
and we need to be open to where God is leading us. This week in missions is a time of reflection, openness and service. For Christians 
everywhere, missions are not just for a week. Missions are for a lifetime.

McCord Scholar Finds Purpose in Ministry
By Natalie Bannon, United Methodist Communications (UMCOM)

Photo right: Kevin Kosh, Jr. celebrates earning his master of divinity degree with Dr. Daryl Claiborne 
(right), ministry in context professor, following the 2014 Gammon Theological Seminary graduation 
ceremony. Photo courtesy of Kevin Kosh, Jr.

Kevin Kosh, Jr. credits his education at United Methodist-related Rust College with cultivating his faith 
and preparing him to lead others in ministry.

Kosh is on track to become an ordained minister. He hopes to serve in a campus ministry and pursue 
doctoral work in education so he can teach at the college level.

“While serving, I would like to establish a program which allows students to actively explore how their 
faith and majors may intersect in addition to creating a non-traditional style of worship which meets 
communities where they are,” he said. “My professional goal is to empower others by helping them 
explore and identify how God may be speaking to them through their unique gifts and abilities.”

In 2009, it was Kosh’s gifts and abilities that qualified him to join the prestigious ranks of the Lina H. 
McCord Program, supported by the United Methodist Black College Fund. 

Students
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As a McCord scholar and ambassador, Kosh continues to travel throughout the denomination to tell his story and to demonstrate the 
importance of historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs). The United Methodist Church supports the largest number of histori-
cally black colleges and universities of any church body in the United States. About 16,000 students grace the halls of these 11 institu-
tions, which are open to all.

“Because United Methodists faithfully and generously give to the Black College Fund, generations of students are able to dream, do 
and lead,” said Dr. Cynthia Bond Hopson, staff executive for the Black College Fund and Ethnic Concerns at the United Methodist 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry. “Lina H. McCord ambassadors are an example of the vital experiences only HBCUs can offer.”

“Going to an HBCU has made a great difference in my life,” said Kosh. “The HBCU experience prepared me not just for life after gradu-
ation, but it also taught me how to be successful and remain tenacious when dealing with some of the uncertainties that life may throw 
my way.”

Additionally, he says that the Lina H. McCord Program has boosted his confidence and improved his networking and public speaking 
skills.

Kosh graduated from Rust and went on to earn his master of divinity degree from United Methodist-related Gammon Theological Semi-
nary in Atlanta last May.

“Because of Rust College, I was led to explore God’s call on my life towards ministry, and because of my continued work with the Lina 
H. McCord Program; I was supported and encouraged through my seminary journey. To be a part of the continued legacy of education, 
equality and forward progression reminds me to not only remember where I came from, but to leave society better for those to come.”

To learn more about the Black College Fund and all United Methodist-related colleges and universities, visit the Division of Higher Edu-
cation at www.gbhem.org/education.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.

Conference Youth and Families Coordinator Speaks at Operation 206
During the third week of June, 46 students from Mississippi’s First United Methodist Church 
in Houston, and First United Methodist Church in Grenada, met in Grenada to be the 
hands and feet of Christ at Operation 206. Operation 206 came from a vision of seeing a 
need in the community five years ago. The number 206 is the exit number to Grenada off 
of Interstate 55.

Mike Howington, photo right, in black shirt, the youth and families coordinator for the Mis-
sissippi Annual Conference was the guest speaker. He applauded the churches for reach-
ing out to the community through Operation 206.

CONVO 2014 Faith to Life Message
Pictures from the recent Mississippi Conference youth event CONVO 2014 are proof that it was a great experience for many of the 226 
students who attended. The weekend event included basketball and volleyball tournaments, dance, a talent show and worship on the 
beach.   Mike Howington, youth and families coordinator for the Mississippi Annual 
Conference thanked Bishop James Swanson, Sr. for being a part of the event and 
was prayerful this was a learning encounter for the students.

“My hope would be that they really understand that the message faith to life can be 
applied in their everyday walk,” said Howington.

The message seemed to resonate with Sabrina Pendleton, of Middlebrook United 
Methodist Church in Jackson. She is 14 years old and a rising freshman at Terry 
High School.

“The bishop was saying that one person can’t do a lot of stuff by themselves. You 
have to have help and if you keep pulling in more people you create a chain, a big 
family,” shared Pendleton. “At first we thought it was going to be boring because we 
didn’t have a TV but we realized that we really didn’t need a TV because it was fun 
and we had each other to keep company and to talk to.”

CONVO 2014 was held at Seashore Assembly in Biloxi, Mississippi, Friday July 11 
through Sunday, July 13. Pendleton said she is looking forward to next year’s event. To view Facebook photos from the CONVO 2014, 
go to www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.612452668869561.1073741839.400106753437488&type=3.

Photo right: Youth participants posed for a group picture at Convo 2014. Nearly 230 students attended.
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Mission Trip Safety
Mississippi Conference Consultant, Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services

Safety consideration should be taken for short-term mission trips, including trips out of the country. It is important to recognize the pos-
sible risks involved with mission trips and how to prepare for those risks.

When traveling to an unfamiliar locale, there is always the potential for risk. Depending on the location, crime may be elevated and/or 
political or cultural differences may put participants at greater risk than in this country. In addition, places like hospitals, police stations 
and help centers could operate differently than in the U.S. It is important to plan ahead for all possible risks, such as a vehicle accident, 
illness, kidnapping, robbery, natural disaster or even a state of political unrest. If an unfortunate event does happen on the mission trip, 
research and planning will aid your church and mission travelers in the long run. While risks will vary depending on the location of the 
mission trip, it is the responsibility of church leaders to realize and assess possible risks as part of the planning before the trip begins. 
Go to http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1849/Protecting+Our+Churches+Missions+Tr
ip+Safety.pdf to read the full report.

Administry

Save the Date  |  Announcements
UNASHAMED Youth Event
October 25, 2014
The Mississippi Annual Conference cordially invites all young people (6th   Grade 
through 12th Grade) to its youth conference held in conjunction with the 2014 Con-
vocation on the Black Church. The previous years have been an enormous success 
with vibrant guest speakers, activities and inspiring worship that generated chat on 
social media. This year’s event promises the same, while encouraging youth to live 
UNASHAMED as disciples of Christ for transformation of the world. 

Don’t miss “UNASHAMED: Youth Living Boldly for Christ,” October 25, 2014, at 
Brandon First UMC in Brandon, Mississippi.  Registration begins at 9:00 a.m.  The 
event starts at 10:00 a.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m. Registration cost is $20 for each 
participant.  Lunch will be served. 

For more information contact Bernice Sykes at bysykes@att.net  or Angela Griffin at 
angela@mississippi-umc.org.

St. James UMC Annual Revival
July 21-25, 2014
Worship begins at 7:00 nightly.  Rev. Brenda McCaskill will deliver the message.  St. James UMC is located at 722 Military Road in 
Columbus, Mississippi. 

To read the flyer for this event, go to http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1848/
ST.James+UMC+Revvival.pdf. 

Anderson United Methodist Men Host Man Up 2014: Men’s Conference
July 26 - 27, 2014
Located at 6205 Hanging Moss Road in Jackson, Anderson United Methodist Church is hosting the Man Up 2014: Men’s Conference 
July 26-27, 2014. The conference is themed, “Bridging the G.A.P.” and the scripture is John 10:1-10. The opening session will start the 
conference at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, followed by a choice from three workshop sessions—living healthy spiritually, men of the Bible 
and evangelism—at 9:30 a.m. and a guest speaker during lunch at 11:45 a.m.

The conference will conclude on Sunday with Rev. Timothy Thompson, administrative assistant to the bishop, as the guest speaker dur-
ing the Men’s Day Observance at 11:45 a.m. For more information and how to register call 601.982.3997. 

HA-HEC Health Care Justice Sabbath   
“Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in good health, even as thou soul prospereth.” - 3 John 1:2 King 
James Version

The John Wesley United Methodist Church Health Education Center (HEC) is hosting its’ first anniversary celebration Friday, July 25 
through Sunday, July 27. Festivities will be hosted by John Wesley UMC located at 49 S. Lexington Street in Durant, Mississippi.

John Wesley UMC of Durant and the Greenwood District UMC Health Alliance envision a healthier town, county and state. This first 
year’s celebration, themed “Community Collaboration for Total Transformation,” is a comprehensive Health Care Justice Sabbath week-
end. Refreshments will be served daily. The weekend will consist of the following events:
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• Friday: July 25, 2014
10:00 a.m. - Community Forum, Rep. Bryant Clark, Jr.
 7:00 p.m. - Gospel Extravaganza, local groups

• Saturday: July 26, 2014
 8:00  a.m. - Heart Health Walk, Eutella Washington
10:00 a.m. - Health Fair, Michael Jones

• Sunday: July 27, 2014
11:00 a.m. - Worship Service, Rev. Cynthia Abrams, General Board of Church and Society

Live “Revival” Webinar with Adam Hamilton
August 7, 2014
FREE - Sign up now! (Go to https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1o1NwGGvG3vmVGE
EFQcqGQHty1MScULKjtt7dRvEQB3I/viewform)
We’ll be interviewing Rev. Adam Hamilton live on Thursday, August 7 at 3:00 p.m. ET 
about his latest project, “Revival.” We’ll discuss his travels to England where he followed 
the life of John Wesley and we’ll talk about the defining characteristics of a Wesleyan 
Christian. We’ll also include some of your comments and questions from social media. 
This webinar is free, but you can sign up in advance to reserve a spot and receive up-
dates and reminders before the event. Read more about this event at www.ministrymat-
ters.com/all/entry/5206/revival-live-webinar.

Free Webinar “Planning for Advent”
August 7, 2014
Beginning on Thursday, August 7 at 7:30 p.m. CT, this webinar will provide an overview of key themes of the Season of Advent and 
the Scriptures of the season. Go to www.gbod.org/resources/planning-for-advent-2014 for more details.

Deadline to Apply for Ethnic Local Church Grants
August 10, 2014
The grants, distributed by the United Methodist Board of Church and Society, aim to strengthen ethnic minority local churches through 
education, advocacy or leadership development as they engage in social justice. For details, go to http://umc-gbcs.org/press-releas-
es/deadline-to-apply-for-ethnic-local-church-grants.

3 “L” Academy 
Learning, Living and Leading Stewardship by Connecting and Sharing Your Time, Talents, Gifts, Service and Witness
Sponsored by:  
Mississippi Conference Board of Pension
August 18-19, 2014
Hilton Jackson, County Line Road
Jackson, Mississippi
The academy will provide an opportunity to explore clergy benefits, financial planning, 
stewardship education and connectionalism as the participants lead the denomination 
in Mississippi and to accomplish the mission of The United Methodist Church: The 
mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world. Local churches provide the most significant arena through which disciple-
making occurs.

For brochure and registration visit: www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/790.    

Independence UMC Celebrates Children
August 17, 2014
Independence United Methodist Church will celebrate their children and all the children of the world on August 17, 2014 at 11:00 
a.m.  Mike Duggar, executive director of the Methodist Children’s Homes in Clinton will be the guest speaker.  All are invited. Call 
662.233.2170 for more information.

Community Health Advocate Training Health Education Center (HEC)
October 5-7, 2014
Many thanks are owed for the growing service to Mississippi Conference United Methodist congregations in the area of health ministry. 
From new healthy menus, exercise classes, Health Education Centers (HEC) or to Community Health Advocate (CHA) training, congre-
gations are providing meaningful health ministry to their local communities each day, and offering genuine Christ-like love and care in 
the places that they live, serve and worship.

Mississippi United Methodists are invited on October 5-7, 2014, to Camp Wesley Pines, in Gallman, Mississippi for Transforming Com-
munities through Health Care Ministry, a justice organizing training event conducted by the General Board of Church and Society to 
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help equip participants in the skills that they need for community organizing and advocacy work. Bring a team of three to five members 
from your church, community or district to this Mississippi Conference Health Ministries event. This is not an event for individual partici-
pants. The cost is $50 per person, which includes meals and lodging.

Facilitators are Rev. Cynthia Abrams, director of Alcohol, Other Addictions and Health Care Program at the General Board of Church 
and Society; and Kristin Kumpf, director of organizing General Board of Church and Society. The closing speaker will be Bishop James 
E. Swanson, Sr., resident bishop, of the Mississippi Conference. For more information and expectations, please contact Lee Burdine at 
lee@lifebux.com.

At this event you also will learn about the HEC program for your local congregation and the CHA training program sponsored by 
University of Mississippi Medical Center along with many other opportunities to serve. To learn more or to schedule a University 
of Mississippi CHA training session, go to http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1839/
CHA+curriculum+excerpt+%281%29_JUly+9.pdf.
To get involved and to expand your local health ministry, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1405.    

To learn more or to register for the October 5-7, 2014 General Board of Church and Society Mississippi Conference training session at 
Camp Wesley Pines send an email to Lee@Lifebux.com or detra@hecumc.org.    

McFee to Lead Three-Day Retreat for Worship Teams
Dr. Marcia McFee, photo right, one of the foremost worship leaders and educators of our day, will lead congrega-
tional worship teams in a three-day planning retreat in two different locations:

• September 14-17, 2014 at the Lake Junaluska Conference Center in North Carolina 
• September 28-October 1, 2014 at the Wesley Center in Alexandria, Louisiana

This retreat with McFee will enable your worship team to learn to consistently produce vital and passionate 
worship-without getting burned out.

Imagine three days in a beautiful setting with a preeminent guide to lead your worship team through the planning 
process.
Imagine designing your worship in the company of creative and energetic colleagues from other congregations.
Imagine your worship team having an outline of worship direction for the next 12 months.

The retreat is optimal for congregational worship teams. The cost is $500 per congregation bringing from two to 
six persons--the more the better. Individual pastors may also register for $250. There are additional costs for meals and housing. For 
more information and to register, go to: www.marciamcfee.com and click on “Calendar.” Submit direct questions about registration to 
mark@marciamcfee.com or call 773.316.8892.  

The emPOWERed, Accountable, Collaborative Leadership Conference for Laity and Clergy
September 20, 2014 

To register for this event, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1336.

2015 Official United Methodist Program Calendars
The early bird catches the discount!

We live in a world where it’s important to be “first.” First to arrive. First to know. First to finish. Sometimes being first is about competi-
tion, but when it comes to being one of the first to order your 2015 Official United Methodist Program Calendar, it’s about getting a 
better deal.

The early bird catches the discount. Order before August 31, 2014, and you’ll receive 10 percent off any calendar purchase. Use 
Promo Code CAL15EP.
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Early birds can get organized for 2015 sooner. Whether you choose the standard, classic, electronic or another calendar version, you 
will be ahead of the planning game. Because calendars cover all the important “stuff” like monthly checklists, Special Sunday and holi-
day information, lectionary readings, liturgical colors and more, success is right at your fingertips.

Don’t keep the calendars all to yourself. Share the gift of time management with your entire staff from administrative and programming 
people to lay leaders and committee chairs.

At your first opportunity, order your 2015 Program Calendar by going to the UMC Store (http://shop.umc.org/calendars), emailing csc@
umcom.org or calling customer service at 888.346.3862.

Student Ministry Initiative (SMI) Leadership Development   
November 7-8, 2014 

For more information on this event, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1346.  

Spaghetti Salad  

Mix all ingredients, except tomatoes, together. Refrigerate overnight or at least 
three hours. Add tomatoes just before serving.

— Eleanor Linder, from “Loaves and Fishes,” a collection of favorites  from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

1 lb. spaghetti, cooked and cooled
1 large green pepper, chopped
1 cup celery, chopped
2 large tomatoes cut in wedges

1 (16 oz.) bottle of Viva or Wish-Bone 
Italian dressing
½ bottle Salad Supreme seasoning

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

• Mississippi Annual Conference Postion Openings 

On June 7, The Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church approved a new organizational structure. The new structure 
is a framework to more intentionally organize and align the work of staff, boards, agencies and committees to be more responsive to the 
movement of the Holy Spirit and join God’s mission in the world. Our purpose:

The Mississippi Annual Conference—empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship—forms spiritual leaders, faith communities 
and connections so more disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

While keeping our values at our core, we – as an annual conference – are primarily responsible for forming spiritual leaders, forming vital faith 
communities and connecting ministries, all of which are supported through networking ideas, telling our stories and administrative ministry. 

Employment 
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The new structure depicts the authority of annual conference and core functional leadership roles that will help us better live out The POWER 
of We.

Below the job descriptions for two new positions for leaders who will play key roles in the new structure. We invite you to share these job de-
scriptions with everyone you know who may have gifts, grace and skill sets that align with the needs presented in the postings. We trust God 
is calling these two persons into these positions so that we may join God’s mission in the world.

• Director of Forming Faith Communities Position Description
The Director of Forming Faith Communities will serve the Mississippi Annual Conference by working to establish new congregations, helping 
to lead existing congregations in becoming revitalized, and giving guidance to struggling congregations seeking to remain viable. Undergirding 
these efforts will be the Conference’s core values of Love, Generosity, Justice, and Apprentices of Discipleship.

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS:
• Work with district leaders to identify areas needing new faith communities expected to develop into chartered congregations within 6-8 years.
• Work with district leaders to establish expected benchmarks for new congregations, and ensuing accountability if new congregations estab-
lish a pattern of falling below the benchmarks.

• Work with district leaders to ensure that new church pastors and their teams receive the initial training and ongoing support, coaching, re-
sourcing, and supervision necessary to establish and sustain vital communities of faith.

• Work with district leaders in discerning congregations with high potential and a readiness to become more vital if provided appropriate inter-
vention and support, and then identifying what intervention and support are appropriate.

• Work with the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation to establish the Vital Congregations Endowment Fund, and assist local churches in 
developing an endowment strategy.

• Serve as a broker for a variety of resources (e. g. Vacation Bible School and Sunday School curricula) that may help congregations become 
more vital and sustainable.

• Work with district leaders in identifying congregations evidencing a declining pattern of missional effectiveness and financial sustainability, 
and those with the greatest potential for creative interventions.

• Work with district leaders in exploring intervention options for struggling congregations.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:
• Master’s degree in Christian Ministry or Bachelor’s degree in related area and five years of experience in Vital Christian ministry.
• Demonstrated effective leadership and participation in new and vital Christian ministry. 
• Demonstration of an understanding of and ability to work with diverse congregations. 
• Demonstration of effective use of leading edge technology through development and analysis of statistical and demographic data including, 
but not limited, to Mission Insite and Vital Signs. 

• Ability to work in harmony as a member of a larger staff. 
• Demonstrated effective verbal and written communication skills. 
• Demonstrated competency in United Methodist history, polity, and theology.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE PARTNERSHIPS:
New Church Development, Revitalization, Parish and Community Development, Small Membership Church, Urban Ministry, Multicultural and 
Ethnic Outreach, Native American Ministry, and Hispanic Ministries as they currently exist will be reformulated into one committee with work-
ing sub committees for each area in compliance with the Discipline. 

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL:
• Embody passion for seeing the Kingdom of God expand vigorously in our state and world. 
• Demonstrate the heart of an evangelist. 
• Cast vision. 
• Practice daily disciplines of prayer and scripture reading/reflection for the work of the Kingdom. 
• Engage as a coach/mentor/teacher/good listener.
• Identify and recruit talent, and train leaders. 
• Possess an entrepreneurial spirit and heart. 
• Understand and evidence gifts in stewardship emphasis and fund raising.

HOURS/SALARY:
This is a full time exempt position. The salary will be commensurate with experience.

APPLICATIONS FOR THIS POSITION:
Applications for this position will be received by email only. Email your letter of intent and resume to Angela Griffin, angela@mississippi-
umc.org. The deadline for applications is September 15, 2014.

• Associate Director of Spiritual Leadership
SUMMARY:
The Associate Director of Spiritual Leadership works with the Director of Spiritual leadership and office of Spiritual Leadership, The Presiding 
Bishop, Conference Staff, Conference boards and agencies, and laity of the MS Annual Conference. The primary goal of this position is to 
encourage leadership in the local church as it reflects the core values (love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship) of the MS Annual Confer-
ence by providing leadership training events, best practices and resources of the laity of the local church.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:
• Lay person with a United Methodist background preferred. 
• Bachelor’s degree minimum; theological religious studies degree optional. 
• Experience in the field of leadership development preferred.
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THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE:
• Passion for coaching, mentoring, and training laity in leadership excellence.
• Personal relationship skills and ability to work in a cooperative relationship with Director and office of Spiritual leadership as well as Confer-

ence staff, boards, agencies, laity and clergy. 
• Experience and skill in responding to and working with multiple constituencies. 
• Willingness to participate in United Methodist professional associations, on jurisdictional and general church level. 
• Ability to develop and manage a budget. 
• Knowledge of and/or willingness to learn the Mississippi Annual Conference organization and the operation of all levels of the connection- lo-

cal church, district, and conference-, its theology, structure and mission. 
• Effective interpersonal, oral, written and social media skills. 
• Participate in on-going spiritual growth opportunities. 
• Proficiency in computer/software usage Primary Responsibilities.
• Model, teach and share resources relevant to Spiritual leadership excellence. 
• Guide our faith communities in ministry with and among diverse communities outside the church walls. 
• Provide resources, coaching, training and equipping for leadership, cultural, ethnic diverse ministries and faith communities of the MS An-

nual Conference. 
• Teach in district workshops as invited. 
• Provide continuing theological formation in the Wesleyan tradition. 
• Develop skills to effectively lead the church to make disciples of Jesus Christ.
• Maintain awareness of and provide resources consistent with the highest standards of Christian Leadership such as resources provided by 

the General Board of Discipleship; other Church leadership institutions and exemplary initiatives of other Annual Conferences.
• Resource and train laity and clergy leaders in small, mid-size and large membership churches in joint learning experiences.

HOURS/RESPONSIBILITIES:
This is a full time exempt position. The salary will be commensurate with experience.

APPLICATIONS FOR THIS POSITION:
Applications will be received by email only. Email your letter of intent and resume’ to ministerial@mississippi-umc.org. Deadline for ap-
plication is August 15, 2014.

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


